MARKET ANALYSIS

NEW DIRECTIVE
FOR FOREIGN
SATELLITES

The directive reflects a significant regulatory
update aimed at enhancing oversight and
promoting the use of authorized satellite services
within India's broadcasting landscape, ensuring
compliance and fostering structured
international cooperation.

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting
(MIB) has issued a directive requiring all satellite TV
channels in India to obtain authorization from the Indian
National Space Promotion and Authorisation Centre (IN-
SPACe) before using foreign satellite services for
broadcasting.

AUTHORIZATION REQUIREMENT

Only satellites
authorized by IN-SPACe are
permitted to provide space-
based communication and
broadcast services in
India.This applies to any
new capacity, additional
capacity, or changes in

satellite arrangements
involving  non-Indian
satellite.

Applications for IN-
SPACe authorization must
be submitted through the
IN-SPACe digital platform
by an Indian entity.

The Indian entity
could be a subsidiary, joint
venture, collaboration, or an authorized dealer/
representative of the non-Indian satellite operator in
India.

Current arrangements for capacity provision from
non-Indian satellites in any frequency band (C, Ku, or
Ka) are allowed an extension until March 31,2025.From
April 1, 2025, only IN-SPACe authorized non-Indian
geostationary orbit (GSO) satellites and non-
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geostationary satellite orbit (NGSO) constellations will
be permitted to provide their capacity for space-based
communication and broadcast services in India.

BROADCASTERS COMPLIANCE

Broadcasters will need to ensure compliance with
the new authorization requirements, potentially involving
additional administrative steps and coordination with IN-
SPACe.

Existing contracts with non-Indian satellite
operators may need to be reviewed and possibly
renegotiated to align with the new regulations by the
2025 deadline.

NON-INDIAN SATELLITE OPERATORS

These operators will need to work through Indian
entities to gain IN-SPACe
authorization to continue offering
their services in India.

They will need to adapt to the
Indian regulatory framework and
potentially establish or strengthen
their presence in India through
subsidiaries, joint ventures, or
partnerships.

Indian entities acting as
representatives or collaborators
with non-Indian satellite operators
might see new business
opportunities in facilitating compliance and obtaining
authorizations.

These entities will bear the responsibility of
ensuring that all applications and operations meet IN-
SPACe requirements.

STRATEGIC CONSIDERATIONS

This move aligns with broader efforts to
strengthen India's domestic space capabilities and
regulatory oversight over space-based communication
and broadcast services.

While promoting self-reliance, the regulation also
allows for international collaboration under defined
frameworks, potentially fostering joint ventures and
partnerships between Indian and foreign entities.Review
current and future satellite capacity needs and initiate
the authorization process through IN-SPACe if utilizing
non-Indian satellites.Prepare to act as intermediaries,
ensuring compliance with IN-SPACe guidelines and
facilitating the authorization process for non-Indian
satellite operators.m
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